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Abstrak ‘ -
e Majelis Ulama Indonesia (MUI) mengeluarkan fatwa No. 2 tabun 2003
jang betjudul Penyerangan Amerika Serikat dan Sekutunya terhadap | Irak.
Fatwa tersebut dikeluarkan menyusul terjadinya invasi Amerika Serikat ke Irak
 dan atas dasar beberapa alasan, terutama setelab terjadinya baryla,é a’emomtrzm di
, be/al)an bumi Indonesia D
.. Fatwa itu terutama berisi tentang sikap MUI terhadap invasi Amen,éa
A en,éat tersebut.- Dalam artikel ini, penulis menjelaskan tiga tema utama, Yang
- pertama adalah per_t;e/amn tentang eksistensi fatwa tersebut, termasuk latar be/a,éang
" dikelnarkannya fatwa itu. Yang kedua, penu/z.r berusaba untuk menganalisis respon
ilmuwan dan nlama Indonesia tentang invasi tersebut. Yang terakhir, penulis juga
membandingkan fatwa MUI fersebut dengan fatwafatwa lainnya a’an berbagaz,
belaban a’uma

o Abstract : '
- " The. Coum7/ of Indonesian Ulama (the MUI) issued a fatwa. mmzber 2 jear

‘ of 2003 entzt/ed Perylemngan Amerika Serikat dan Sekutunya terhadap Irak (the
U and its a//m aggression to Irag). The fatwa was issued following the U.S. -

“invasion to I raq and becanse of se several reasons, mainly after numerons demomtratzom =

- in several areas of I ndoneﬂa :
- The fatwa is mainly about the MUI s attitude concerning the i invasion of the -
" U.S' 1o Iraq This paper will describe three main themes; firstly, the study will define -

o the. excistence of the fatwa, including the backgrounds of the issuance of the fatwa. - S

RENY econdly, it will attempt to examine the responses of Indonesian scholars and ulama.
| -.toward ‘the invasion. Thirdly, it will compare other fatwas from other muntﬂe.r,
S zm/ua’mg similar and di ifferent fatwas.

o Kata Kunc1 Fatwa, MUI, ulama, ilmuwan Indonesia, Invasi Ammka S en,éat
il ke Irak
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| ‘Introducuon L N : ‘ ’ ‘
“On 16 Apnl 2003 the Councrl of Indones1an Ulama (the MUI)
1ssued a fatwa number 2 year of 2003 entitled Pergyerangan Amen,éa Serikat

o ~dan’ Sekutunya terhadap Trak (the U.S. and its ‘allies’ aggression to Iraq).

" The fatwa was issued following requests in numerous demonstrations -
against the U.S. invasion to Iraq from Indonesian Muslims in almost all
“over the country and after paying attention to the faushiyab (Ar. tawsiya)'

‘of Forum Ukhuwah Islamiyah of the MUI (the advice of Ukhuwah
Islamiyah Forum) on 20 March 2003; the outlook of the Fatwa

.. Commission Meeting of the MUI; and the letter of the MUI branch of
West_]ava

The fatwa is mainly about the MUI 'S att1tude concermng the
g 1nva51on of the U.S. to Iraq. The fatwa is 51gmﬁcant not only because the
invasion. is an international issue, but also' to show the position ‘of the
‘MUI among Islarmc orgamzatJons in Indonesra and the Mushrn wortld as
- well.

This paper wxll descnbe three main thernes, fi Grsthy, , the study will
"define the existence of ‘the fatwa, including . the backgrounds of the -
issuance of the fatwa. Secondly, it will attempt to examine the responses of
Indones1an scholars and ularna toward. the ‘invasion. - Thirdly, it will
compare ‘other fatwas frorn other countnes 1ncludmg srrmlar and
_ dlfferent fatwas '

Background '
1. The MUI : :

The MUI is a national governrnent orgamzatJon founded on 26
july 1975 as an initiative of President Suharto to function as a sort of -
boundary between the government and the Muslim community.  The
~ function of the MUI is limited to. the issuance of fatwas and non-legal
recornrnendatlons known as’ tauslyahs because ‘it is not permitted to
commence pracncal programs. . The - ﬁrst person to propose such
restrictions was Suharto himself. ‘At the First National Conference of
the ulama on 21 July 1975, prior to the establishment. of the MUI,
Suharto suggested that the MUT was supposed not to be engaged in such
practlcal ‘programs’ as runmng madrasas aslamxc boarding’ schools)
mosques, or hospitals, for such activities were' reserved for the existing
Islamic social orgamzanons nor- in- pracucal pohncs for this was
.reserved for the existing political parties. Throughout its existence, the
activities. of the MUI have been designed to insure its acceptance in
society and to*maintain good relatJons \mth both the government and
other Muslim orgamzatlons
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In the statutes of the MUI, one finds that it is exp'ected to -+

- function in providing fatwas and tausiyahs both-to the government and -+
common Muslims on issues related to rehglon in particular and problems Lty

facmg the nation in general. The MUI is also expected to encourage
unity among Muslims, to play the role of mediator .between the -

government and the ulama, and to represent Muslims in mterrehglous L

" group deliberations.’ In general, dunng the New Order Era of Suharto’s "

_ presidency, the MUT's position zis-a-vis the government was- uneasy, as"

* reflected in its fatwas and tausiyahs.” However, as can be seen in its:2000 -
- vision statement, the' MU plays five major roles. They are: (1) the heir to -
the ’Prophet in spreading Islamic teachings and striving for  the

* construction of an Islamic life; (2) 2 fatwa-giver for the. Muslim - -

'-commumty, whether requested or not;® (3) a guide and servant to the

- cornmumty, (4) an agent for “reform and renewal; and (5) an upholder of :
~ the Quranic dictate to enjoin good and avert evil.’ :
.+ .Therefore, the collapse of the New Order Era on 21 May 1998, .
- replaced by the Reformation Era (or known as “Era Rﬂformafz’ ), signalled -~
. major changes and opened up a space for public opinion. ® The newera
l»’gave the MUI a chance to redefine its roles for the future. The MUT then' -
_became more active in politics and Umma-otiented in its activides. Its
- - political role is reflected in its tausiyahs This is mainly because the MUI

has been forced to react to political situations.” One of the well-known . -~

. examples’ of tausiyahs is' amanat (instruction) and was issued on the
- tausiyah section of Mimbar Ulama (the official mouthpiece of the MUI) in.;
the days prior to:the Pemilihan Umum (General Election) 1999 to instruct

 Muslims mainly to vote propetly with sincerity and to be aware of the . - o

* revival of the danger of communism, authoritarian, and secular powers
by means of the political parties which participate in Pemiliban -Umum. =
The MUI quoted Surah' Al Imran verse 28, which is, “Let not the -

= Believers take the Unbelievers as their leaders”. Political analysts thought

- this "instruction was directed against The Indonesian Democrauc Party_
s .for the Struggle (PDI-P) for its several non-Muslim leaders." -

L2 The 2003 U.S. Invasion and the Situations around the World
- The 2003 Iraq war was one of the most controversial® wars
: fought by the U.S. after World War II. When Al-Qaeda attacked the
- World Trade Centre and Pentagon in 2001, it altered the perception of *
~ threats to the U.S., especially in the minds of policymakers. In the first--
‘half of 2002, the Bush administration began to develop its case .by.
~ placing Iraq at the very heart of the war on terrorism. They remained
~ convinced that Iraq was a dangerous and impending threat. This led.
- George Bush administration to release the National Security Strategy
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(NSS) ‘in September 2002 Follow1ng that address Bush assembled a

gy ,coahtJon to. confront President Saddam Hussein and demanded Iraq_ g

prove ‘a” difficult negative ‘in terms of weapons: of mass. destruction -

~~." (WMD)." Bush had been stressing the weapons issue for months prior -
" to the invasion. On 15 February 2003, ‘over eight million people.

demonstrated on five continents against a war that had not yet begun. .
© . This global mobilization sought to head off the occupation of Iraq-being -
~ plotted i in the Pentagon. On 21 March 2003, the U.S. and British forces.
began across the Iraqi border and conducted war to confront the regime
of Saddam Hussein over: its WMD developmental program and
~sponsorship of terrotist organizations.” However, no WMD have been
~ found. Hans Blix, the Chief of the UN Arms Inspector, complamed that

~ the. UsS. to justify its going to war had used him, and he advised other
countries never to accept 2 UN team again." On 9 April 2003 Saddam -
Hussein and Ba'ath totalitarian regime fell apart. The vast majority of - -
Iraqis did not want to defend Ba'ath regime due-to the nature of the
pattimonial totalitarian regime ‘Saddam: Hussein .created in his own
image. The war officially ended on1-May 2003 but the U.S. forces are
-~ still thereup to the present day. After the war, many pundlts expressed
surprise that no nuclear weapons program was found in Irag.!* :
Countries around the world  reacted differently toward the~ '
invasion.” On ‘the one hand, Italy and Spam ‘as well as Portugal,
Denmark, Greece and East European countries, such as Poland,
Hungary, ‘and "Albania were among countries that supported the
invasion. On the other hand, France and Germany protested for months
" by clalrmng opposition- to the invasion. They: coaxed Moscow. into
expressing:its dxsagreement with the U. S. plans: In East. Asra Japan and
South Korea were the main espousers of the invasion, while in the
Middle East some countries such as' Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan
" provided facilities for the U.S.:forces. Surprlslngly, the Arab League
surpassed itself as a collectlve expresswn of i 1gnormny, announcing its
opposition to - the 1nva51on even as a. ma]orlty of members were -
participating in it."*
~In Saudi Arabla the ofﬁcrals from the Mrmstry of Islamic Affairs
began to- struggle to hold preachers to an apohtlcal line, declarlng that
Friday ‘sermons are supposed to' unite the nation: instead of dividing
people. Even if the Saudi:leaders were aware that they could not
camouﬂage all the U.S. war preparatlons reportedly proceeding in their
country, they seemed to be pressing:hard to keep away any open
expressions of dissent that might-galvanize a new internal opposition.
. Nevertheless, opposition appeared to be widespread and intensely felt.
In' the week before the invasion, a group .of 200. Saud13 intellectuals
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SRR terror1st groups and their leaders

‘iNahdatlll Ulama and the Muhammadlyah have openly denounced

.-'bllThe Responses of Indonesran Scholars and Ulama toward the
- ‘Invasmn : :

In Indone51a various responses rose concermng the invasion.

, : *ﬁ_:iiiBefore the U.S. and British forces began to invade Iraq, Indofesia and
Egypt had already committed their concerns about the possibility of the ™
~"U.S.invasion, Based on their foreign pohc1es both Indonesia and Egypt -

-refused-the .intervention of . foreign - power in a soverelgn country and

S _-.‘asked the United Nations to solve the crisis in the Middle East.?

- . Meanwhile; - thousand Muslims from Jakarta and: its "environs -
: gathered in the’Mosque Istiglal to hear tau51yahs from'a prormnent alini”~
K.H. Abdullah GymnastJar on 9 March 2003 and refused the possibility
~of the U.S. invasion all at once: The peace action’ was called “Bersama -
_untuk Bangsa” (T ogether for Nation).” Other actions were held in several
cities: The goals® were connected with each other: to refuse the- war’,

o because of humanity and solidarity of Muslims all over the world.

Moreover, Australia considered Indonesia ‘as an" 1mportant

RVIER IR

clement in anticipating the possxbxltty of war in Iraq regarding ] Indonesia - o

" as the largest Muslim country in.the world Australia’s Prime Mrmster o
John: Howard tried to convince Indonesia that the- host_lhty is ‘aimed at -
~the Iragi regime, not at the Iraqi people or Islam. Thus, he tried to -
~obtain Indonesia’s ‘ permission by visiting’ ]akarta after his . trips to
”Washmgton and London as a. syrnbol of- how 1mportant Indoneslas -
position in the Iraq crisis.? - . S
‘ nght after the invasion, in a press’ conference after a plenary e
session on 20 March-2003; the- Indonesxan government criticized and -
: deplored the act of the U.S. and its allies that umlaterally attacked Iraq.
“The session also produced seven policies concerning the invasion. One:
of them was to criticize the i invasion. Indonesia thought that the abuse of -
- military power in Iraq based on a unilateral’ decision’ was cons1dered as
;an act.of aggression that is 1ncompanble with the 1nternat10nal laws.?
: ~However; a:month before the invasion, George Bush called’
‘ President Megawau Soekarnoputri. explaining - the U.S. plan- to attack
Iraq;’ yet there was no pressure from the'U.S. to Indonesia to support the ‘
. plan since Bush had already known where Indonesia stood in’the issue.”
| - The invasion received many responses in Indonesia. All of them

~refused the war in the name. of humanity. One day after the Americans
~invaded" Irag; demonstratlons agalnst the war were 'held in’ “several big
. cities in Indonesia. The masses. mamly gathered in the Us: embassy in
- ]akarta On the second day, it seemed that the embassy was 2 favounte R
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.~ and your hves in the way of Allahl That is best for ye. but knew Surat S
ol Baqarah (2) verse 90-193: “Fight in the way of Allah against those who
fight against” you, but begin not hostlities. Lo! Allah. loveth  not’
aggressors. And slay them wherever ye find them and drive them out of
the places whence they drove you out, for persecution is worse than

" “slaughter. And fight not with them at the Inviolable Place of Worship

until they first attack you there, but if they attack you (there) then slay
- theth. Such is the reward of disbelievers. But if they desist, the lo! Allah

o is Forglvmg, Merciful. And fight them until persecution is no more,;and

" religion is for Allah. But if they desist, then let there be no hostJhty
: except against wrong-doers”; and Surat al:Hajj verse 39-40: “Sanction is
' ‘grven unto those who fight because they have been wronged and Allah
" is indeed Able to give them victory. Those who have been drlven from
_ their homes unjustly only because they said: Our Lord is Allah-For had it
not been for Allah’s repe]hng ‘'some men by means of others, cloisters
and churches and oratories and mosques, wherein the name of Allah is
oft menuoned would assuredly have been pulled down. Verily Allah
helpeth one who helpeth Him. Lo! Allah is Strong,- Almighty-«*
: Moreover, the MUI also ‘recalled Hadiths. The first is from
Bukhari and Muslim whrch reads: “Ibn Umar reported that: “founded a
woman murdered in some parts of Rasulullah s.aw's gagwah.;. therefore
Rasulullah s.a.w. forbade to kill women and children”. The second is also
 from Bukhari and Muslim: “Abdullah’ ibn Amr reported: “whoever killed
defending their wealth, therefore they died a martyr’s death”.

In addition, the MUI paid attention to the taushiyah of Forum
Ukhuwah Islamiyah of the MUI(the advice of Ukhuwah Islamiyah
Forum) on 20 March 2003; the outlook of the Fatwa Commission
Meeung of the MUI on 9 April 2003 12 Apnl 2003, and 16 April 2003;
opmlons and demands from 1ntemauonal society, especially Indonesians
in" almost all of the prov1nces who condemned and refused: the
aggression; and after. paying attention to a letter of. the MUI branch of -
West Java concerning the solution of the aggress1on

After considering, recalling, and - paying - attention to the issues
above, the MUI established: Fatwa tentang Penyerangan Amerika Serikat dan.
Sekutmya terbadap Irak (Fatwa about the- Aggression of the U.S. and its
allies'to Iraq). The fatwa was established on 16 April 2003 and 51gned by
K.H. Ma'ruf Amin as the chair of Fatwa. Commission of the MUI and

© Drs. Hasanudin, MAg as the secretary of. the comrmsslon The fatwa
consisted of five- pomts They were: «

1. The aggression of the U.S, and its alhes to Iraq was an act of ghalim

- (despotic), unlawful, and against the Islamic and international laws.
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“ " of Dar *Ulum;’ Catro Umversrty, Dr. Abdel Fattah Idrees, Professor of

| . Comparatlve ]unsprudence at’ Al-Azhar. Un.lver51ty, and - Dr.’ Ahrnad_’

Abu-al-Wafa, Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law at Cairo
- University. The first fatwa was issued on 24 March 2003.in L1ve Fatwa
“of ‘IslamonLine.net. A certain’ person, named ‘Jasper- from - Germany |
asked the question. Kutty stated that Muslims should support the Iraqi
- people, but:they should not do so whrle wolanng the laws of the lands
~where they live.* The second fatwa was issued on 30 July 2003 entitled -
“Should Iragis Fight the International Forces in Irage”. These mufts stated that
scholars agree that it is an individual obhgahon to use all-possible means
- to defend the homeland against invasion. This means that not only men
have to fight, but also excused people, such as Women and the old, must

e ":part1c1pate In addition, any external forces that go to Iraq to support the
U.S: invasion inside Iraq are considered invaders.as well. Hence, they are

to be treated in the same manner as the U.S. forces; the invaded people
must resist them by all possible means. However, Muslim forces must
never participate in fighting against Iraq Nevertheless if it happened
that Muslims ' took part, the popular resistance forces in Iraq should try
their best to avoid fighting them: If they drd not manage to avord them,
there would be no blame on them.” = * :
“ . The first fatwa quesuoned by the German]asper sy
“Is it allowed for Muslims all over the world to- support (w1th
weapons) the re51stance of the Iraq1 people agamst the Amencan
 aggression?”” s
" Sheikh Ahmad Kutty answered o ‘
“Yes, Muslims should support the Iraqi people but they should
‘not do so while violating the laws of the lands where they live.
" There are so many other ways of supportmg our brothers and
“sisters in Iraq.”*
" Kutty pointed at his another fatwa enutled Bac,ézng Fe//ow Mmlzm.r
"in Irag issued on 27 February 2005 at the request of a certain
Mary from Austria who asked: ‘ :
“How can Canadian, British, Amencan and Eu.ropean Mushms
' back their oppressed fellow Mushms in Iraq?” 9 R '
He answered: . v
“Not only Mushms who are supposed to back the fellow )

- oppressed Iraqis as well as the humiliated. peoples all over the =

world, but rather the. whole humanity should. play a posmve role
‘that is. urged-to step forward with the innate power to reject
. injustice, oppresslon atrocities comrmtted on every inch. of
~ * today's world. It is the innate conscience, the pulsating peaceful
heart whose calls go unheard Here and: there there are millions
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4 We must come forward and parncrpate acnvely in pohncs and
‘make sure to contact our elected representanves to’ stand for ..
0 ruth and j ]usnce o : : o
. Lastly, and not the least we. ‘miust’ slncerely pray to Allah
Almighty to sénd -down victory to the oppressed. We! should
.read " gunut - an-nagilah,’ which*is" 2 kind  of speclal -prayer
'f‘recomrnended in time of calamities and tragedles Usually,
. qunut an-nazilah is done while: standlng strarght after bowing. -
- As Muslims; we must close our ranks and pray from our hearts
for the brothers and sisters who are suffering most terribly; it is
our duty to pray to*Allah to grant them' victory and relief.
" Qunut an-nazilah can” ‘be’ rec1ted both - 1nd1v1dually -and
. »f‘collecnvely ‘While reciting it collectively, it is best that we
: ‘choose to read it durlng Fa]r Isha and Fnday Prayers 251

»4.

* Someone: Wlth 1n1t1al “_]” questJoned the second fatwa »2 He/ she
asked : :

“to. send 1nternat10nal forces to Iraq, This is- obv10usly due’to the
 Americans’ 1nab1hty to face the Iragi popular resistance forces -alone.
U ~What is the ruling on fighting the 1nternanonal forces that enter Iraq”’ i

A group of mufti answered: i - »
~“Scholars agree that it is. an 1nd1v1dua1 obhgatlon to use all

““The U, S: is try1ng to conv1nce the U N and its alhed countnes;’;, B

o possrble means. to defend the homeland against invasion. “This" ‘means -

that not only men have to- ﬁght but:. also’ excused people, such as
women and the old, must participate. In addition, any external forces
that go to Iraq to support the U.S. invasion- 1nsrde [raq are consrdered ‘
‘invaders as well. Herice, they are to be treated in’ the same manner as the

. U.Si-led forces; the invaded people ‘must resrst them- by all possible .

meéans. However, Muslim . forces must never ‘participate. in “fighting

against Traq. But if it happened  that Muslims' took part, the popular .
- resistance forces in TIraq. should try their best to avoid fighting them: If
they did not manage to avoid them, there would be no blame on them.

Answenng your question,  Dr. Ahmad Yusuf Sulalman Professor of .
Islamic Shari‘ah at the Faculty of Dar 'Ulam, Ca1ro Umversxty, states .
the * followmg “No one can deny that ﬁghtmg the invaders is 'an’
individual obligation, so that all- people in an’ invaded country, men,
women, old people and even children, have | to participate in resisting the

_+ invaders. If international forces are sent to Iraq by U.N. resolution to

maintain peace and security in the country, without extendlng any

. suppott to the invaders, then the popular - resistance forces in*Iraq must

not fight them. If, on the other hand they have ‘gone. there to support
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¥ - forces, then there is no blame on them. ”Shedding more hght on the

o led forces are no more than invaders of the Iraqi: people So- the Iraq1s

‘ sent :by the U.N. for the sake of maintaining peace and secunty untll a ..

'.?and Muslim forces should not exceed peace rna1ntenance Tt is.in- this’

the invaders and add legality to their occupation of the land then they =~ .
are in the same position of the invaders and should be re51sted by all
available defence mechanisms. Muslim forces should never: take partint
~ such invasion, and if they do, it would be a grave mistake. But the forces -
of popular resistance must try their best to avoid shooting the Muslim =
. forces. However, if they could not manage anyway to avoid the Mushm'_if’ :

3 issue, the eminent Muslim scholar, Dr. *Abdel-Fattah Idrees Professor’:‘f.;i 2
of Comparative Jurisprudence at Al-Azhar University, adds: “The U.S:- -

-7 have to resist them. Allah Alrmghty says:."Allah will -not: glve the
- disbelievers any way (of success) against the behevers " (An- N1sa 141) ;
: Exegetes of the Qur'an explain this verse to mean that disbelievers must:
never, rule over the believers. So the Muslims are" entitled 'to reslst“‘“""
~invasion by all possible means to defend . thernselves and their lands: o
This is‘one of the urgent cases of )1had in which ﬁghtlng becomes an‘.vv,y Pl
individual obligation on all people in_the countty, men,:women, old .
.people and children. It is pr1nc1pally 1mperrnlss1ble for Arab and Mushrn i
. forces to participate in such invasion. But if Arab and Mushrn are forces;‘v‘;‘,‘ -

- farr government is: established in Iraq, then the mission of such. Arab -

_case only that Arab and Muslim forces may part1c1pate But they are ‘not-i

- ~.Cairo Umver51ty, concludes: “The status quo’in Iraq 1nd1cates that the -

* ' _has two possible interpretations: First; they are support- to occupation.

~permitted to use violence against. the invaded people Othervmse they;vf';. .
~ would be no more than invaders or supporters to: 1nvas1on and rnust be -
L 're51sted If -any Arab or Muslim forces part1c1pated to- mamtaln secunty
‘_of the invaders, then they are to be treated as'invaders.” Moreover Dt

Ahmad Abu-Al-Wafa, Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law at.

" main purpose of sending international forces 'to Iraq is to av01d dally,f
losses in the U.S.-led forces there. Sending 1nternanonal forces: to Iraq

- In other words, the international forces would be placed as shields: for“{“
‘the U.S. and the British forces in Iraq. In this case; it is pernn551ble to’
“fight them. Second, they are sent to evacuate U.S. and British: forces
from Iraq and giving the reins of power there to the Iragis thernselves
~In this case they are not to be fought. Rather, the. ‘way should be- paved
for them to carty out the mission they are assigned with. But if: they stay.
o ,for a long time.with the presence of the U. S led forces in: Iraq, then'i' :
they must be fought and dismissed. »3 : R 5 A
: - Both fatwas supported Iraqis and other Mushrns in the world tol
- ﬁght agamst the invasion. They agreed that it is an individual obhgatmn*»(
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' »‘were con51dered invaders as well:-

S to use all posslble rneans to défend the homeland Furthermore, any
external forces that go-to Iraq to support the U S ‘invasion- 1nsrde Iraq
ST o i zz -

~ Other- voices ‘ from chfferent parts of the world mdlcate that «
fatwas——or fatwas-hke——agalnst the:‘invasion’ ‘were * the “main Islamic -
‘voices for calling on Muslims-to take up arms against: the US. forces in -

o Iraq.; For instance, on:21: March 2003,' Mohammed Sayed Tanta\m the

- <Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar. University in Cairo called for- )1had or holy

. war, to support the Iragis. He issued a fatwa against the invasion.

e freedom and to support those who are sub]ect to injustice,

"Jihad in - Islam is ‘meant to defend: relxgron money, *'soul,
"55 .

In addition; Shetkh Ahmed Bukhan an mﬂuentxal Islamrc vorce

g in Indla stated: "The war between- nght and: wrong ‘has- begun-—thls is

. they can muster.

~jihad." Moreover, Sheikh. Hamza Mansour, the leader  of ‘the Islamic -
Action Front, the largest mainstream Muslim party in Jordan called on
Muslims to defend Iraq against the U.S. mvaders He said:

- "Under the U.S. occupation, no one will restrict their acnons to

o peaceful means, and everyone w1ll call for resrstance by all the means
136 - s S

o A number of Shnte mufns 1ssued fatwas as well as those of

-Sunni. The Grand Ayatollah Al- sayyld Muhammed Husseln Fadlullah, a

. prominent . Shnte imam’ from Lebanon, gave’ the same oplmon

_concerning the issue; even' though he is a ‘Shiite: 1mam for there isa

- general belief that Shiites always 'be ‘the opponents of Sunnis in Iraq, in .

which Saddam Hussein involved in ﬁghnng Shiite.”” He thought that it
was necessary to-give an- absolute re]ecuon to’ the invasion because he
‘knew that the U.S.:did not take-up the invasion for the 1nterest of: the.
Iraqts but for. the ‘sake of its own strategic 1nterests in the region. That is"
despite the fact that they re]ected the Iraql reglrne as well whrch was an:
American regime.” F
Furthermore ‘he had 1ssued a fatwa declanng the prolubltlon of

- helplng the' U.S. to-hold sway over the: Iraq1 people and he'asked. the *
o believers to face this in all possible means they have.” ¥ However, he dld“
~ not exphcrtly ask Muslims i’ Iraq and other. countnes to ﬁght agalnst the -
invasion: - Furthermore, when asked about hxs oplmon concermng ‘

" Saddam Hussein;he stated: .

o0 T surely - believe tlns man " ‘was 2 CIA agent ‘and. that ‘he
'unplemented all: their’ plans. in. creatlng disturbance in - the reglon
attacking Iran, occupying Kuwnait, conﬁscaung the liberties of the Iraqi

.. people, committing the brutal actions against the learned intellectuals -

- presided by the martyr: Ayatollah al—Sayyld Muharnmad Baqrr al- Sadr and.

~assassinating many of, the Iraq1 nobles 1nclud1ng hrs party-comrades On A
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: along with: h15 two other sons in 1999 allegedly by the Iraqr 1ntelllgence =

- agency. The tragrc ‘death’ of al-Khoei'is a reminder of the pernicious

“legacy Saddam Hussein left:-violence and politicised rehgrosxty I-Its death
: marked the beginning of a schism in Najaf.**

The fatwas mentioned above—both 1ssued by: Sunm and Shnte '

‘muftis—have been widely acknowledged by some’ ‘Muslims.” However, -
~they also received - different responses The first “two fatwas from
- IslamonLine.net affirmed the necessity of mdependent legal reasoning
: ‘i(1]t1had) based on the Quran and Hadith and other:sources-as well. The
_site aims to present a unified and hvely Islam that keeps Muslims with
"“modern times in all areas. Theitr motto is “credibility” and “distinction”.

8 They' consist of several scholars; headed by a’ prorninent alim, Dr. Yusuf -
~Qardawi. Their role is to ensure that nothing on'the site violates the

fixed principlés of Islamic law (Shar'ia). Their general policies in¢lude

“addressing humanity; avoiding ties with or speaking' for any country,

party, group, council, or organization; adopting' the middle ground of

Islam; avoldtng extremism  or- negligence; rejecting deviant or strange’

*~ opinions”. Islamonline is one of the largest Muslim websites, to_ensure
~ that none of its content "violates' the fixed pr1nc1p1es of Islamic law".

~~ Under Qaradawi's supetvision, Islarnoane frequently attacks "western"
~values, espec1a.lly the hedonism view, but also urges- Mushms especially

- those living in:the west to work with non-Mushms 'in all laudable and

‘beneficial pro]ects for example 'to make our streets free ‘of drugs,
" alcoholism, prostitution and . homosexuality".* ® The 'fatwas . of

Islamonline can be regarded as modern fatwas, based on two reasons:

*first, their legal reasoning uses the method of ijtihad and second, they‘are

mainly about contemporary humamty issues faced by humamty and they

- have been global issues as well.

* To a large extent I argue that two chfferent fatwas from two

'~ prormnent Shiite leaders can be described as unpopular fatwas : among
~ Iragis. As has been desctibed above the Grand Ayatollah Sayy1d Ali al-

- Sistani; who issued a fatwa not to' resist: the invasion, came in for
criticism’ from” large factions of the Shiite commumty The U. S. tried to
- meet the ctiticism by circulating reports that the Ayatollah's fatwa - of
" September 2002 was not issued by him at all and that it had been issued

" by the Saddam®Hussein regrme by forging his s1gnature “The: fact that

this' did not carry conviction since Sistani had not denied until 3 April

© 2003 his authorship. of the September 2002 fatwa: Furthermore, the

" sadden treatment was addressed to Abdul Majid al-Khoei. After issuing a
*fatwa prarsmg the U.S. troops for not having damaged the Shiite holy
* shrines:in Najaf, on 10 April 2003, the day after the fall of Baghdad, al-- .

e

""Khoel was_killed just few: yards from . the tomb of his ancestor.*
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C people committed ﬁghtmg against the U S ‘or at least condernned the h

o :mvas1on because of the fatwas )
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" Islamic Law and Society, Vol. 12, No. 1, 2005, pp. 45-72. L
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In the US. the proportion of those who said thcy had actually joined in a boycott in
2003 over Iraq was as- largc as the proportion in 1974 or 1981 that rcportcd having
' joined in'a boycott at anyumc in the past. In Britain the figure was 4 petcent in 2003

compared with 5" percent “in" 1974 and 7 pcrccnt in_1981. See: Murray Goot,

“Introduction: World Opinion Survcys and the War in Iraq , in International Journal of
" Public Opinion. Research, Vol. 16, No. 3, 2004, pp. 259-260. By. askmg only Muslims
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